














by Mike Canning

(Continuing our regular series about 
how Hollywood movies have treated ele-
ments of Capitol Hill. CHRS Treasurer 
Canning writes movie reviews for the 
Hill Rag.)

In a movie still running in DC 
area theaters—National Treasure: 

Book of Secrets—there is a crucial 
and lengthy sequence involving the 
Library of Congress (LoC). A crack 
treasure hunter played by Nicholas 
Cage rushes into the Library (by 
which I mean the grand Jefferson 
Building, the original one) to hunt 
for a book containing “all the 
nation’s secrets.” The search team 
eventually discovers the book after 
some considerable rambling about 
the building.

What is interesting about 
the sequence is how much of the 
Library it shows and the access 
allowed to the filmmakers. The 
magnificent front steps are shown, 
as well as the Main Reading 
Room. The actors seem to have 
been allowed around some stacks, 
too, and end up on the visitors’ 
balcony overlooking the Reading 
Room. This is all fine for people 
being exposed to the LoC for the 
first time. What does not ring true 
is that the treasure hunters are 
virtually the ONLY people in the 
place—they must have gotten per-
mission to shoot only in the dead 
of night.

The Library of Congress has 
been featured occasionally in 
Hollywood films. In Born Yesterday 
(1950), an important sequence had 
Judy Holliday (as Billie Dawn) 
discovering the treasures of the 
Library and even summoning her 
journalism mentor—played by 
Bill Holden—to view displays of 
the Constitution, the Declaration 
of Independence, and the Bill 
of Rights on the second floor 
above the Library’s Great Hall. 
Interestingly, this is a shot of past 
history, since the founding docu-
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ments were moved fairly shortly 
thereafter to the National Archives 
after the latter was finished in 1951. 
Billie’s tour is capped by a conver-
sation beside the Neptune Fountain 
in front of the Library.

The access obtained by the 
makers of National Treasure was 
matched, and to much better 
purpose, in All the President’s Men 
(1976). Just like Nicholas Cage, 
Woodward and Bernstein (Robert 
Redford and Dustin Hoffman) 
clamber up the LoC’s steps and 
eventually end up in the Main 
Reading Room, assiduously going 
over check out slips from books 
borrowed by the White House 
(trying to nail Howard Hunt). The 
sequence ends with a great zoom 
shot, moving up from the journal-
ists’ hands all the way to the top of 
the Library’s impressive dome.

At least once, the Great 
Hall—so nicely spruced up in the 
late 1990s—has stood in for another 
building, as it was in a scene from 
the smart (and too-little-seen) 
political drama The Seduction of Joe 
Tynan (1979). The scene shows a 
group of staffers in the Great Hall, 
which appears to stand in for the 
interior of a Senate Office Building 
(probably off limits at the time). 
The LoC did another good turn for 
Joe Tynan: a scene in the film has 
Senator Joe Tynan (Alan Alda) sup-
posedly in his “hideaway” office 
somewhere in the bowels of the 
Capitol, when it was actually shot 
in the basement of the Library of 
Congress. 

Main Reading Room, Library of Congress. 
Access to this view from the visitors’  
gallery is now limited. Photo: www.LOC.gov
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by Beth Purcell

The count went well, with 
several CHRS members par-

ticipating. The day’s highlights 
included merlins at both Langston 
Golf Course and the Arboretum, 
bald eagles on the Arboretum side 
of the river, chipping sparrows 
and palm warblers at Kenilworth 
Aquatic Gardens, red-breasted 
nuthatches at both the Arboretum 
and Ft. Dupont, and both hooded 
and common mergansers on the 
Anacostia River.

In total, 59 different species 
were sighted this year, down from 
the 65 species sighted in 2006 and 
the 68 spotted in 2005, but above 
the 54 species counted in 2004. 

DC Government Offers Free 
Radon Test Kit

Radon is an odorless, colorless gas 
that comes from the natural break-
down of uranium in soil, rock,  
and water. Radon can cause 
lung cancer. DC’s Dept. of the 
Environment is offering residents 
free kits to test for radon. Contact 
Radon Hotline: 202-535-2302 or  
see www.ddoe.dc.gov/ 

Audubon’s Anacostia Sector Christmas Bird Count

Historically Compatible Hardscaping 
Topic of February 20 Preservation Café

CHRS’s next Preservation Café will feature Hardscaping in Capitol 
Hill Yards: Patios, Walkways, Steps, and Retaining Walls. Dr. Christina 

Wilson, an architectural historian and president of Renaissance 
Development, will talk about designing and constructing outdoor hard 
surface areas that are compatible with the Capitol Hill Historic District’s 
architecture and character. 

She will also discuss various masonry options and how paving mate-
rials can best be used to enhance our yards. The Café will be February 20 
in the downstairs community room in Ebenezer’s Coffee House at Second 
and F Streets, NE, from 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm. 

SPECIES COUNT

Canada Goose 726

Belted Kingfisher 2

Red-bellied Woodpecker 33

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 3

Downy Woodpecker 28

Hairy Woodpecker 4

Northern Flicker 45

Pileated Woodpecker 1

Wood Duck 6

Mallard 22

Hooded Merganser 6

Common Merganser 7

Double-crested Cormorant 1

Great Blue Heron 5

Black Vulture 2

Bald Eagle 3

Sharp-shinned Hawk 5

Cooper’s Hawk 4

Red-shouldered Hawk 6

Red-tailed Hawk 11

American Kestrel 3

Merlin 2

Ring-billed Gull 580

Herring Gull 19

Gull, species 68

Rock Pigeon 233

Mourning Dove 143

Blue Jay 94

American Crow 372

Fish Crow 39

Crow, species 271

SPECIES COUNT

Carolina Chickadee 50

Tufted Titmouse 18

Red-breasted Nuthatch 7

White-breasted Nuthatch 14

Brown Creeper 2

Carolina Wren 37

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 12

Eastern Bluebird 13

Hermit Thrush 9

American Robin 301

Gray Catbird 5

Northern Mockingbird 31

European Starling 676

Cedar Waxwing 2

Yellow-rumped Warbler 3

Eastern Towhee 16

Field Sparrow 7

Fox Sparrow 4

Song Sparrow 35

Swamp Sparrow 3

White-throated Sparrow 214

Dark-eyed Junco 101

Northern Cardinal 73

Red-winged Blackbird 26

Common Grackle 430

House Finch 19

American Goldfinch 38

House Sparrow 80

Palm Warbler 2

Chipping Sparrow 2March CHRS 
Meeting Planned 

An opportunity for the 
community to meet with 

Neil Albert, the city’s Deputy 
Mayor for Planning and 
Economic Development will 
occur in March. You won’t 
want to miss an opportunity 
to question him about all the 
development we see rising, 
and being planned for the 
future, around our commu-
nity. Information on date and 
place will be on the CHRS 
website when available. 



Capitol Hill Restoration Society
420 Tenth Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003

Mark Your Calendar!
FEBRUARY

4 Monday, 6:30 pm
CHRS Historic Preservation Committee, 
Kirby House, 420 10th Street, SE, first 
floor. Details: Nancy Metzger, 546-1034.

12 Tuesday, 8:00 pm
Overbeck Lecture by folk-life histo-
rian, professor, and author John Vlach: 
“African American Housing in the 
District.” Special emphasis will be on the 
alley dwellings of Capitol Hill. Naval 
Lodge Hall, 330 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
SE. Admission free, but reservations 
required due to limited seating. To 
reserve a seat, e-mail OverbeckLecture@
aol.com or call 544-1845.

12 Tuesday, 7:00 am-8:00 pm
DC Presidential Preference Primary 
Election, all polling places.

19 Tuesday, 6:30 pm
CHRS Board of Directors, Capitol Hill 
Townhomes, 750 6th Street, SE, second 
floor. Details: Dick Wolf, 543-4353.

20 Wednesday, 6:30-7:15 pm
CHRS Preservation Café. Christina 
Wilson of Renaissance Development 
will speak about hardscaping (patios, 
walkways, steps, and retaining walls) on 

Capitol Hill. Ebenezer’s Coffee House, 
201 F Street, NE, lower level community 
room (wheelchair accessible.) Admission 
free, no reservations required. Details: 
Shauna Holmes, 546-5211.

25 Monday, 7:30 pm
Stanton Park Neighborhood Association 
meeting will feature David Ball, President 
of the Union Station Redevelopment 
Corp., speaking about changes planned 
for Columbus Circle. Northeast Branch 
Library, 7th and Maryland Avenue, NE. 
Details: www.stantonpark.org.

28 Thursday, 10:00 am
Historic Preservation Review Board, 441 
4th Street, NW, Room 220 South. Details: 
Nancy Metzger, 546-1034.

MARCH

3 Monday, 6:30 pm
CHRS Historic Preservation Committee, 
Kirby House, 420 10th Street, SE, first 
floor. Details: Nancy Metzger, 546-1034.

13 Thursday, 7:30 pm
CHRS Zoning Committee, Kirby House, 
420 10th Street, SE, first floor. Details: 
Gary Peterson, 547-7969.

15 Saturday, 2:00 pm
CHRS Neighborhood Architecture 
Walking Tour. Tour will feature informa-
tion about NE homes (who built them, 
when, architectural styles) in the 200 
and 300 blocks of Tennessee Avenue, 
Corbin Place, and Warren Street. Free. 
Meet at corner of 13th and Constitution 
Avenues NE near the front entrance to 
Maury School. Details: Elizabeth Nelson, 
543-3512 or elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com. 

18 Tuesday, 6:30 pm
CHRS Board of Directors, Capitol Hill 
Townhomes, 750 6th Street SE, second 
floor. Details: Dick Wolf, 543-4353. 

19 Wednesday, 6:30-7:15 pm
CHRS Preservation Café. Hill architect 
and columnist Judith Capen will speak 
on “Making the Most of Your Basement.” 
Ebenezer’s Coffee House, 201 F Street 
NE, lower level community room 
(wheelchair accessible.) Admission free, 
no reservations required. Details: Shauna 
Holmes, 546-5211. 

27 Thursday, 10:00 am
Historic Preservation Review Board, 441 
4th Street NW, Room 220 South. Details: 
Nancy Metzger, 546-1034.


