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Councilmember Tommy Wells and CHRS President Dick Wolf address the June

Membership Meeting.

June CHRS Membership Meeting
Featured Wells and Groomes

by Amanda Molson

he June 13 CHRS member-

ship meeting featuring Ward 6
Councilmember Tommy Wells and
First District Commander Diane
Groomes from the Metropolitan
Police Department brought strong
attendance despite a rainy eve-
ning. The meeting opened with
results from the recent CHRS elec-
tion. New faces on the Board of
Directors upon taking office this
fall will be Secretary Eric Snellings
and At-Large Member Shauna
Holmes. CHRS members present at
the meeting also voted unanimous-
ly to approve a proposed change to
the CHRS by-laws, which will add

two at-large member seats to the
Board of Directors upon appoint-
ment by the president. These
at-large members will stand for
election in future cycles.
Commander Groomes mingled
with attendees during the refresh-
ment period to answer questions
and also announced her desire for
a follow-up discussion specifically
focused on the issue of crime on
Capitol Hill. She acknowledged
concerns over several brazen
incidents that have affected our
community in recent months and
an apparent increase in general
crime—of particular worry as the
notorious hot months of summer

Continued on page 2
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Results of
CHRS Board
Election

by Jeff Fletcher

he following members were

elected to serve one-year terms
commencing with the August
board meeting:

President. . . . Dick Wolf
IstVP . .. .. Beth Purcell
2nd VP. . . .. Monte Edwards
Treasurer. . . . Mike Canning
Secretary. . . . Eric Snellings

Tom Grahame and Shauna
Holmes were elected to two-year
terms as at-large board members.
Current at-large board members
Elizabeth Nelson and Donna
Hanousek will continue to serve
on the board.

In accordance with the
recently-approved bylaws change
(see article on the membership
meeting), two other at-large mem-
bers will be appointed soon by
CHRS President Dick Wolf. The
Nominating Committee is in the
process of reviewing possible
candidates and will submit recom-
mendations to the president. All
elected and appointed board mem-
bers, along with committee chairs
appointed by the president with
consent of the board, comprise the
full CHRS board of directors. []




President’s Column

by Dick Wolf

As we move into the heart of
a DC summer there is some
down time in CHRS activities, but
not much. After another produc-
tive year, including the most finan-
cially successful house tour ever,
we have laid the ground work for
some substantial changes to Capitol
Hill. These changes will enhance
our neighborhoods and build on
past successes. Some of that ground
work includes a new comprehensive
plan for the city which embraces
all we could want for Capitol Hill.
The Capitol Hill element speaks to
the need to protect our row houses,
expand and establish both existing
and new historic districts, and pro-
vide for the improvement through
streetscape, design controls, and
development incentives of the H
Street Corridor and the Hill portion
of Pennsylvania Avenue, SE.
Implementation of that
plan has already been initiated

by CHRS. We have started the
“Beyond the Boundaries” project
by offering information and assis-
tance to neighborhoods in near NE,
Hill East and Barney Circle so that
they can either attach to the exist-
ing Capitol Hill Historic District
or create their own. In this connec-
tion, there is interest in separate
historic districts for the row house
area north of H Street, NE, and
Kingman Park. We are ready to
help. We have a committee estab-
lished for this purpose and funds,
if needed.

As a result of the enactment
of the new comprehensive plan
there is an initiative by the city to
re-write the patchwork, 1958 zon-
ing code. CHRS and other citizen
groups from around the city are
prepared to play our role in this
important undertaking.

Development projects under
way or projected in which CHRS
has played a major role include the
further development of Reservation

13, Eastern Market Metro Plaza, the
Hine School site; and a streetscape
plan for the entire Hill.

Beginning in the fall we also
will have a full schedule of mem-
bership programs which will
include presentations by the new
school administration, public safe-
ty, consideration of the developing
proposals for the Anacostia River
front from South Capitol Street to
Benning Road, and finally, pro-
posals for traffic containment and
re-direction.

In the meantime, all our com-
mittees will continue to operate
full bore in the areas of zoning,
historic preservation, planning,
the environment, and monitoring
and supporting the restoration of
Eastern Market. With your help
we can make all these things hap-
pen. So thank you for your past
service and in advance for your
future help and thank you for
allowing me to serve another year
as your president. []
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are upon us. CHRS will work with
Commander Groomes to find an
avenue for further interaction with
the membership.

Councilmember Wells high-
lighted several key topics that have
been the central focus of his first
few months in office. Wells and
other city officials have devoted
special consideration to plans for
the speedy but thoughtful res-
toration of Eastern Market and
financial assistance for displaced
vendors, a focus of CHRS as well.
Wells anticipates that contracts
will be in place for the restoration
by the end of this year, with major
work concluding by the close of
2008. Construction of the tempo-
rary structure is underway, and
Mayor Fenty recently announced
that he expects vendors to enter
the building by late July.

Councilmember Wells also
spoke of his ongoing attention
to the health of public schools in
Ward 6, especially with the arrival
of DC Schools Chancellor Michelle
Rhee and the increase in Capitol
Hill families with young chil-
dren and an interest in exploring
the public school system. Rhee’s
appointment was a surprise to
most everyone it seems, and we are
eager to hear more about her plans
for improvements.

Wells reported that transporta-
tion issues command much of his
time, as was apparent by a Q&A
session with the audience that
focused almost entirely on concerns
over commuter traffic and tour
buses. With Constitution Avenue
now two-way all day, attend-
ees living on East Capitol Street,
Independence Avenue and side

streets were apprehensive about
spillover effects and pedestrian safe-
ty as commuters try to find alternate
routes through the neighborhood.
A new staff member for Wells will
concentrate on urban smart growth
initiatives, including traffic, and
Wells encouraged residents to send
comments via his website (www.
tommywvells.org) so that he can
respond. Attendees noted that tour
buses have been cluttering Capitol
Hill streets of late, bringing pollu-
tion and vibrations that our historic
buildings were not designed to
withstand. Wells will continue to
meet with other city officials and
police to find a solution that still
welcomes Washington tourism but
keeps Capitol Hill livable.

CHRS membership meetings
and Preservation Cafés will resume
in the fall after a summer hiatus. [
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Capitol Hill Restoration
Society (CHRS)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
President............ Dick Wolf

1st Vice President. . . .. Beth Purcell
2nd Vice President. . .. Monte Edwards

Treasurer............ Mike Canning
Secretary ............ Eric Snellings
Past President. ....... Rob Nevitt
Atlarge ............ Tom Grahame
AtlLarge............. Donna Hanousek
Atlarge............. Elizabeth Nelson
AtlLarge............. Shauna Holmes

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

Paul Cromwell, Budget

Dick Wolf, City Planning

Amanda Molson, Communications
Barbara Eck, Community Development
Beth Purcell, Environment

Larry Pearl, Grants

Nancy Metzger, Historic Preservation
Ann Richards, House and Garden Tour
Elizabeth Nelson, Membership

Tom Grahame, Transportation

Gary Peterson, Zoning

NEWS:
Larry Janezich, David Holmes,
Jane Ruyle, Editors

Roxanne Walker, design and layout

WEBSITE:
Roxanne Walker, webmaster
DC Access, web hosting

OFFICE MANAGER:
Jeff Fletcher

To contact any of the above, please
contact the Society offices by calling
202-543-0425 or sending email to
CapHRS@aol.com.

www.chrs.org

Celebrating more than 50 years helping
to preserve and protect Capitol Hill’s
residential character, the Society is now
the largest civic association on Capitol
Hill, and one of the largest in the entire
District of Columbia. From the begin-
ning, the Society has played a key role
in maintaining the diverse, residential
character of our neighborhood. With
your participation we will continue to do
so for many years to come.

Start or Renew a CHRS Membership

[0 On the Web at www.CHRS.org

[0 Call 202-543-0425 and choose option 2
0 Pick up a form at one of our meetings

Starting at just $25 per year for a single
membership, it’s a great deal.

CHRS Takes Issue with Pennsylvania
Avenue, SE, Land Development Plan

Memorandum:

To:  DC Office of Planning

From: Richard N. Wolf, President,
Capitol Hill Restoration
Society; Chair, City Planning
Committee

Re:  Pennsylvania Avenue, SE,
Land Development Plan

You have asked for comments
regarding the “Final Report,” includ-
ing the implementation section
which was handed out at the May
29 meeting of the “advisory commit-
tee.” These comments are derived
from attendance by CHRS Board
members at all the meetings of the
advisory committee.

At the start, let me state that
a great deal of time and money,
including time of citizens has been
spent on this project. But frankly
until now it has not been clear what
the objectives of this study have
been. It has been confusing from
the start that both the Capitol Hill
side of Pennsylvania Avenue, SE,
and the Anacostia side have been
linked together in the same study.
The explanation has always been
that it is important public policy
to link both sides of the river—for
what purpose is unclear. The two
sides from a land use standpoint
are completely different. Capitol
Hill is an old part of the city—some
of it developed two hundred years
ago—consisting almost entirely
of small commercial buildings
and row houses. The study area is
largely in an historic district and
Pennsylvania Avenue is built to the
standards of a ceremonial entrance
to the US Capitol.

In Anacostia, the east portion of
Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, is virtu-
ally a suburban main street, carrying
two lanes of traffic and traversing
one of the newer parts of the city
which here is an almost a 1940s and
50s suburban type development.
There are very few row houses,

some small apartment houses and
several shopping malls—very differ-
ent from the Hill.

The OP staff indicated that this
study started as an initiative from
Anacostia residents seeking more
retail/commercial development. No
comparable study was ever initi-
ated by Hill residents; our interests
have been confined to planning and
development issues from the end of
the historic district to Barney Circle,
approximately four to five blocks.
Our further comments will focus on
this part of the study.

Any study of this type must
start with the DC portion of the
newly enacted Comprehensive
Plan for the National Capitol. All
planning policy and actions regard-
ing Capitol Hill are contained in
the Capitol Hill Area Element of
the plan. A number of sections of
that element deal with the nature,
character, and future development
of Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, from
Second Street, SE, to Barney Circle.
In particular, the plan stresses the
importance of Pennsylvania Avenue
as a major entry to the US Capitol,
its historic character as part of
the L’Enfant street plan, and that
all development actions are to be
guided by these characteristics. The
adjacent historic neighborhoods are
also an essential element to be con-
sidered in relation to the size and
character of any new development.

The study is correct that the
area between Thirteenth Street and
Barney Circle is in need of some
further development, but it must
be carefully crafted and controlled
in terms of design. It may be that
some of the proposals for develop-
ment at the four locations selected
by the planning team could make
sense in light of the plan policies, but
nowhere is there any reference to
these policies as explicitly governing
the recommendations. The develop-
ment of the new Comprehensive

Continued on page 6
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From CHRS’s “Beyond the Boundaries” Initiative

"4

by Donna Hanousek

very years since 1996, the DC

Preservation League (DCPL)
has announced a list of Most
Endangered Places to draw atten-
tion to DC'’s historically, cultur-
ally, and architecturally significant
places that may be threatened with
ill-advised alteration or demoli-
tion through neglect or abandon-
ment. This year, the Barney Circle
Neighborhood Watch Association
and ANC 6B06 Commissioner
Will Hill partnered with CHRS to
nominate the Hill East neighbor-
hood to the Most Endangered
List. On May 31, 2007, DCPL
named “Undesignated Row House
Neighborhoods,” exemplified by
Hill East, as well as two other
neighborhoods, to the list. DCPL
will work with the neighborhood
as it considers the benefits of his-
toric district designation.

Hill East, having no protection
for its historic buildings or design

Hill East, which is not protected by historic district designation, was added to the DCPL
Most Endangered Places list. The 500 block of 14th Street, SE is shown above.

review for new development, is
at risk for tear-downs and incom-
patible building alterations/addi-
tions. A growing number of Hill
East residents, while welcoming
new development to their neigh-
borhood, seek to exercise some

control over that development,
which is what historic designation
provides. If you have any ques-
tions about the CHRS Beyond

the Boundaries Initiative, contact
Donna Hanousek, hanousek@
earthlink.net. [

Final Figures for 50th Annual House & Garden Tour

by Ann Richards

he Tour was a financial suc-

cess with net income of
slightly more than $59,000, thanks
in large part to the strong ticket
sales on the weekend of the tour.
Ticket sales looked strong in the
weeks leading up to the event but
skyrocketed on May 12 and 13 at
the CHRS Eastern Market Kiosk.
Total ticket sales were about 1850,
several hundred more than 2006
and 100 plus more than the 2005
banner year.

In anticipation of increased
costs for this year’s tour, spon-
sors were solicited to underwrite
tour expenses: Frager’s Hardware,
Stanton Development and Dick
& Muriel Wolf. Other major con-
tributors in the form of advertis-
ing included Phyllis Jane Young,

Riverby Books, Abdo Development,

Coldwvell Banker/Pardoe/Don
Denton, Prudential Carruthers/
Judi Seiden, Splash!, Hugh Kelly/
Gary Jankowski, Bob Williams,
The National Capital Bank and
Wentworth Studio.

Barracks Row merchants and
restaurants contributed to the
tour as well in the form of in-
kind donations. Finn MacCool’s,
Old Siam, Trattoria Alberto,
Tunnicliffs, Mr. Henry’s, Hawk
‘n’ Dove and the Banana Café &
Piano Bar contributed refresh-
ments for the Saturday evening
reception held at the Community
Building of Townhomes on
Capitol Hill, which was well
attended by tour visitors. In addi-
tion, Alvear Studio lent several
pieces of art to the 15 Seventh
Street, NE, tour house. | hope that

CHRS members will show their
appreciation to these restaurants
and merchants who helped make
the tour special.

Many thanks to everyone who
volunteered for this year’s tour:
team members Roxanne Walker,
Paul Cromwell, Aileen Moffatt,
Michael Eck, Amanda Molson,
and Michelle Carroll; ticket sellers
at Eastern Market Kiosk; docents
at the houses; servers at the tea
and reception; assistants with
the jitney service. You all helped
make this year’s tour very special.

As for next year, the theme will
be “Beyond the Boundaries.” We
hope to showcase some of the old
and some of the new as our neigh-
borhood as we know it expands
further north, east and south. Stay
tuned and save the dates for the
51st Tour: May 10-11, 2008. []
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Looking Back on Capitol Hill

by Nancy Metzger

One of the unexpected joys of
community projects is mak-
ing friends with people one might
never have met otherwise. One
such person is Frank Taylor, who
died recently at the age of 104. |
met him over eight years ago, after
the late Peter Powers, a former
president of CHRS, told me that
Frank had grown up on Capitol
Hill and had many stories to tell of
the neighborhood.

When | began recording his
oral history in 1999, | understood
why he had risen to the top ranks
of the Smithsonian Institution
administration. He was a gentle
man, soft spoken, with an appreci-
ation of the absurdities and humor
that fills life. His stories were
quite often of his father’s phar-
macy and the neighborhood near
Second and C, NE, and Ninth and
Massachusetts. It was obvious that
his observations, even as a child,
were acute and the details were
sharp. He delighted in remember-
ing his old neighborhood—not
only people and their activities but
the sights, sounds, and even smells
of the place he called home for
twenty-some years.

His oral histories can be found
on the website of the Ruth Ann

Overbeck Capitol Hill History
Project (capitolhillhistory.org). Take
some time to read them and you
will find that you have a far better
understanding of Capitol Hill in
the early 1900s—and of the special
gift that Frank Taylor gave the
Capitol Hill community with his
recollections.

In an interview with John
Franzen about the house at 908
Massachusetts Avenue, which
was built by Frank Taylor’s uncle,
Ernest Kubel, the conversation
veered to the great influenza
epidemic of 1918 and the time
when Frank was sent by his father
to Baltimore to procure a supply
of whisky. In those days, whisky
was often prescribed for heart
conditions that were a result of
influenza. For Frank’s father,
the problem, as the epidemic
continued, was that DC was under
prohibition, which gave rise to
“medicinal bootlegging.”

TAYLOR: “... So my father gave
me these two empty suitcases

and a long list of medicines and
told me where I'd find it, places

in Baltimore. And | walked down
Second Street to the inter-urban
line, which was a very nice inter-
urban line. It ran into the Treasury,
along H Street and then you could

Welcome CHRS Supporters

We thank the following new members, patrons, and sponsors.

NEW MEMBERS
Tom Barnett &

Maggie Maguire
Lauren & Conrad Barski

Barbara Charles &
Robert Staples

Matt & Raissa Downs

Cathy Hampton &
Kevin Creighan

Carlos Pachon &
Virginia Pinotti

Pasquale Perrotta

PATRONS

Cavanaugh

Pat Taylor

Gordon & Joan

George Didden, IlI
Matt & Raissa Downs
Monte Edwards
Pasquale Perrotta
Brodie Remington &

Sapienza Barone
Kris Swanson &

Roy Mustelier

SPONSORS
Bill Manville

Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Moesker

Pat & Virginia Quinn

take it right at the foot of this long
hill, and the drugstore there sold
tickets. ... so | bought tickets and |
walked out when the train came. |
started to get on the car, and a con-
ductor, holding onto two handrails,
put his foot up in my face, and he
says, ‘There’s a train out in the ter-
minal for you.’ | didn’t know what
he was talking about but he wasn’t
going to let me get on that. And so
I finally got on a streetcar and | got
out there, and when | walked into
the station a big policeman said,
‘There’s a train over there for you.’
And | didn’t know what this was
all about. | got over there and it
was a bootlegger train. And there
were two sections, you know, one
going and one coming. And | got
aboard this train and, boy, | was
welcomed by the bootleggers. They
were playing dice over on the floor.
They invited me to play dice with
them. They thought | was the most
enterprising ... sixteen-year-old
that they’d ever seen. So | went to
Baltimore on a bootleg special.

But while we were waiting
there, the other section of that
bootleg train came in. And the
bootleggers, you know, if you let
them bring in one, they’re going
to bring in two, or they wouldn’t
be bootleggers. And so they were
jumping off the train, and all of
them in my car were hanging out
the windows and getting a good
view of this because they’'d be com-
ing back. And they were passing
their suitcase-full over to a confed-
erate on the outside, and the police
had their patrol wagons all lined
up along the fence. And they’d
watch and when one of the boot-
leggers had gotten the second suit-
case-full over the fence, they'd just
go up to him and take it away from
him. They'd just take away one and
let him keep the other—take away
one and throw it into the patrol
wagon and it would crash and the
liguor was running in the gutter
and everything else. ...” [
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Historic Preservation Briefs

by Nancy Metzger

Historic Homeowner Grant
Program (HIHO) has finally been
launched with a pilot program this
summer targeting the Anacostia
Historic District. The HIHO pro-
gram is a new financial incentive to
help qualified homeowners pay for
house repairs that restore historic
architecture. The grant program
will be opened to other historic
districts (including Capitol Hill)
following an evaluation period.
Two grant cycles are anticipated in
2008. CHRS was part of the historic
preservation effort that lobbied

the Council and former Mayor
Williams to establish the program.
Information about the program is
available on the Office of Planning

web site (Historic Preservation
Office, financial incentives) or by
contacting the HP Office (202-442-
8800; or historic.preservation@
dc.gov).

Historic District Signs: Circular
signs identifying the Capitol Hill
Historic District will soon be placed
at each intersection throughout the
historic district. CHRS applied for a
DC Department of Transportation
(DDOT) grant in August 2005 to
have the signs made and mounted.
For its part of the grant, CHRS
agreed to identify and map each
intersection throughout the his-
toric district. (For those who

like statistics, we asked for 250
signs.) Unfortunately for us, we
needed to make the survey dur-

ing one of the hottest weeks of

the summer. Judith Capen, Beth
Hannold, Charles McMiillion,
Nancy Metzger, Stephen Morris,
and Robert Weinstein were all part
of the survey corps. Now the only
thing we’re waiting for is a special
mounting bracket—available from
only one supplier. As soon as these
are received by the DDOT sign
department, the DDOT installa-
tion crews will be able to start the
installation. In the meantime, if you
want to see a prototype, look down
by the convention center. The Shaw
signs have already been installed.

Preservation Café: The Café series
will resume in September. The
Historic Preservation Committee
welcomes suggested topics. Please
call the office (202-543-0425) or send
an e-mail to CapHRS@aol.com. []

Issues with Pennsylvania Avenue Plan wnined from page 3

Plan was in the works at the time
this study started; but very simi-
lar policies and actions regarding
Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, on the Hill
were contained in the Ward 6 part
of the 1999 Comprehensive Plan as
amended in 1999.

CHRS is strongly committed
to planning as the basis for any
further zoning and development
plans in the city. As a participant
in the two comprehensive plan task
forces which guided the develop-
ment of the current comprehensive
plan and a strong proponent of the
policies and actions in the Capitol
Hill Element, | cannot recommend
support for this plan in light of the
disparity between that element and
the recommendations for various
actions contained in the Final Report.
The Office of Planning has an obliga-
tion to recognize and reconcile this.
We believe that if the Capitol Hill
Element were followed, the proposed
developments would be smaller and
more integrated with the surround-
ing neighborhood both in scale and
in appearance.

The development proposals

depend heavily on various devices
to aggregate land for development,
including takings by the govern-
ment. In our view this is a dubious
and controversial action for the DC
government. The guiding principle
in stimulating development, as it
has been for my 40 years of involve-
ment in Hill development activities,
is that the city should emphasize
streetscape, facade improvements,
strong design controls, and historic
preservation: all called for in the
Capitol Hill Element. The market
will respond.

There are a series of 15 “imple-
mentation” steps set forth which are
supposed to vary in importance, i.e.
priority; and “time-frame” with vari-
ous governmental agencies respon-
sible for the implementation. We
do not understand how these were
derived or how the priorities were
set. We do not agree with any of this
because these 15 steps are not clearly
related to the Capitol Hill portion of
the study or the Capitol Hill Element
of the comprehensive plan. In short,
these implementation steps are not
clearly related to any plan at all.

They appear to be, in some cases
such as new bridges and traffic stud-
ies, priorities of DDOT that may or
may not support appropriate devel-
opment along Pennsylvania Avenue
on the Hill.

In the “next steps” face page of
the Final Report there appears to
be—for the first time—some inkling
of what OP proposes to do with this
study, but not a clear end point or
actions to follow. There is one fur-
ther “meeting” and then a “Mayoral
Public Hearing”—and we do not
understand what that is —and final-
ly “Report Adoption.” Please explain
these steps, particularly “Report
Adoption” and its significance.

As stated earlier, CHRS is not
prepared to support the recommen-
dations of this study. It has numer-
ous failings in its shape, content,
and study area; it does not relate to
fundamental planning policy and
actions and is hazy about imple-
mentation. We would be pleased to
further consult with you in making
this study a true implementation of
the Capitol Hill Element as it relates
to Pennsylvania Avenue, SE. [J
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